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The proposed amendment that would overhaul the state’s partisan redistricting process might be the craziest thing Sen. Mike Gianaris has ever heard, but Dick Dadey of Citizens Union thinks it’s pretty sensible.

In fact, Dadey says it’s the best deal possible given the political realities.

“It is the result of a politically negotiated settlement between the two parties and the two houses and given that we had 184 legislators pledge to create an independent redistricting commission this year and we have not seen it, it is by far the best deal we that can get and we are not going to let the Legislature walk away from this opportunity to finally get the lasting structural reform that New Yorkers want,” Dadey said in a phone interview.
The amendment has not been formally proposed or introduced, but Senate Democrats are blasting the leaked-out language because it essentially throws the process back to lawmakers should an independent panel fail to agree on new legislative lines.

Gianaris, D-Queens, said this morning the amendment, which also includes a provision that would require a supermajority to approve the lines should one party lead both the Assembly and Senate is essentially far worser than the process now, driven by the lawmaker-led Legislative Task Force on Redistricting.

Gianaris has also pushed back against the idea that the bill he proposed while in the Assembly is not the same measure being proposed as an amendment.

But Dadey told me the process is being improved upon, because the amendment would make it very difficult for lawmakers to alter the maps as proposed by the commission.

“We’ve tried for the last eight years to get redistricting reform. There’s been a lot of talk,” he said.

Dadey has led the charge to urge the governor to use his veto threat to develop better lines and an independent redistricting amendment, arguing that it’s far too late in the game to develop an independent process for 2012. Common Cause, another good-government group, has argued the opposite, saying the courts are best equipped to draw the lines.

An amendment would take effect for the next round of redistricting in 2022.

YNN-State of Politics Blog       Page 1 of 1

